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IN THE CLAIMS ' 
Please amend the claims as follows: 





ri . i i iii 1 (f' nirrrntly AmrnJlnl) ' A pri i l i r i .( 1( i l in^ yh \ iro co mprhincL 
accepting means for accepting input information representativetjfa desired number of 
printings; 

selecting means for automatically selectmjfa printer having a lowest printing cost 
from a plurality of printers matching with^tfie desired number of printings; and 

data outputting means for ovjtfnitting image data to be printed to the printer selected 
by said selecting means. 

Claim 2 (Original): A device as claimed in claim 1, wherein when said plurality of 
printers include a stencil printer, said selecting means selects said stencil printer if the desired 
number of printings is greater than a preselected reference number inclusive. 



Claim 3 (Original): A device as claimed in claim 2, further comprising displaying 
means for causing a display to show said printer selected by said selecting means. 

^laim 4 (Original): A device as claimed in claim 3, wherein said displaying means 
displays said printer such that another printer can be substituted for said printer, as desired. 



Claim 5 (Previously Presented): A device as claimed in claim 3, wherein when said 
cil printer is selected and displayed, said displaying means displays how much said 
stencil printer is advantageous in printing cost than at least one of the other printers of the 
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— Gteinr^ijnginaij: A device as claimed in claim 5, wherein said displaying meaiisr 
displays said printer such that another printer can be substituted for said prmtefTas desired. 



Claim 7 (Original): A device as claimed in claim / K further comprising displaying 
means for causing a display to show said printer sej^cted by said selecting means. 

Claim 8 (Original): A device as claimed in claim 7, wherein said displaying means 
displays said printer such that another printer can be substituted for said printer, as desired. 

Claim 9 (Previously Presented): A device as claimed in claim 7, wherein when said 
stencil printer is selected and displayed, said displaying means displays how much stencil 
printer is advantageous/n printing cost than at least one of the other printers of the plurality 
of printers. 

Claim lu (Original): A device as claimed in claim 9, wherein said displaying means 
displays said printer such that another printer can be substituted for said printer, as desired. 



Claim 1 1 (Currently Amended): A printer selecting device comprising: 
accepting means for accepting input information representative of a desired number of 
printing/; 



I operating and displaying means for displaying on an operation and^ 
plurality of printers together with printer-by-printer additional informatio; 
a prihtingxos ^br dccis ton-aodbased on the desired number of printings in such a manner 
that any one of said plurality of printers can belTelectedfand 



display section a 
indicating at least 
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^datn outputting means fo r outputting imagc -data-t obe printed to the printer selected 
on said operation and display section. 

Claim 12 (Previously Presented): A printer as claimedinrclaim 11, wherein said 
printer-by-printer additional information also indicates ^tfeast one of a printing time, and an 
image quality level. 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended):/^ printing system comprising: 

at least one image data suppfy device for outputting image data to be printed; 

at least one number setting device for setting a desired number of printings; 

a plurality of differe^Ucinds of printers each being capable of printing the image data 
received from said at least one image data supply device; and 

a printer selecting device comprising accepting means for accepting input information 
representative of t^e^desired number of printings, selecting means for automatically selecting 
a printer having/a lowest printing cost from said plurality of printers matching with the 
desired number of printings, and data outputting means for outputting the image data to the 
printer selected by said selecting means. 



Claim 14 (Original): A system as claimed in claim 13, wherein at least one of said 
plurality/ of printers comprises a stencil printer. 



Claim 15 (Original): A system as claimed in claim 14, wherein information 
representative of a printing cost particular to said stencil printer is capable of being freely set 
in Je(\dprh^QT selecting^eVrce: ^ 
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Claim lt> (Original): A system as claimed in claim 14, wherein said stencil printer is^ 
registered at said printer selecting device beforehand as an essential printer, and whefein 
when said stencil printer is not identified at the time of operation, said printer selecting device 
outputs a preselected message meant for an operator. 

Claim 17 (Original): A system as claimed iflfclaim 13, wherein at least one of said 
plurality of printers comprises a multiplex inrage processing machine including said image 
data supply device and said number setting device. 

Claim 18 (Original): A system as claimed in claim 13, wherein at least one of said 
plurality of printers comprises a multiplex image processing machine including said image 
data supply device, said number setting device, and said printer selecting device. 



Claim 19 (Original): A system as claimed in claim 13, wherein each of said plurality 
of printers include/a respective printer controller for receiving the image data, and wherein 
at least one terminal unit including said image data supply device, said number setting device 
and said printer selecting device and printer controllers of said plurality of printers are 



interconnected by a communication medium so as to interchange data. 



Claim 20 (Original): A system as claimed in claim 13, wherein said printer selecting 
device is constructed into an independent unit. 



C laim 21 (Currently Amended): A printing system comprising: 

at least one image da ta supply device for feeding image data to be printed; 

at lea^t'tme number setting device for setting a desifed-nymber of printings; 
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~""~a plurality of different kinda of printe r s each being cap a ble of pri nt ing the image data 

received from said at least one image data supply device; and 

a printer selecting device comprising accepting means for acceptin{finput information 

representative of the desired number of printings, selecting me^H^ior automatically selecting 

a printer having a lowest printing cost from said pluralhy'of printers matching with the 

desired number of printings, and data outputting jrfeans for outputting the image data to the 

printer selected by said selecting means. 



Claim 22 (Original): A system as claimed in claim 21 , wherein at least one of said 
plurality of printers comprise^astencil printer. 

Claim 23 (Original): A system as claimed in claim 22, wherein information 
representative of ^printing cost particular to said stencil printer is capable of being freely set 
in said printer selecting device. 

Clpm 24 (Original): A system as claimed in claim 22, wherein said stencil printer is 
registered at said printer selecting device beforehand as an essential printer, and wherein 
when said stencil printer is not identified at the time of operation, said printer selecting device 
outpv/s a preselected message meant for an operator. 



Claim 25 (Original): A system as claimed in claim 21, wherein at least one of said 
pldrality of printe rs comprises a multiplex image processing Anachine including said image 
data / supply device and saidnttm^er setting device. 
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" Claim 26 (OrminaD: A svsleiiras-elaimedii iclaim 21, wherein at least one of said 

plurality of printers comprises a multiplex image processing machine including said, 

data supply device, said number setting device, and said printer selecting-d€vice 



age 



Claim 27 (Original): A system as claimed in cl^rm 21, wherein each of said plurality 
of printers includes a respective printer controllejxfor receiving the image data, and wherein 
at least one terminal unit including said image data supply device, said number setting device 
and said printer selecting device and pointer controllers of said plurality of printers are 
interconnected by a communication medium so as to interchange data. 

Claim 28 (Original): A system as claimed in claim 21, wherein said printer selecting 
device is constructed imo an independent unit. 



Claim 29 ^Currently Amended): A printing system comprising: 
at least erne image data supply device for feeding image data to be printed; 
at lea^t one number setting device for setting a desired number of printings; 
a plurality of different kinds of printers each being capable of printing the image data 
received from said at least one image data supply device; 

printer selecting device comprising accepting means for accepting input information 
representative of the desired number of printings, selecting means for automatically selecting 
an adequate one of said plurality of printers matching with the desired number of printings, 
and data outputting means for outputting the image data to the printer selected by said 
selecting means; and 

displaying means for displaying the printer selected by said selecting means on a 

di 
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* \a \ \\ srln t ing mr ni n aimi n g; wh f» n s a id pluralit y of printers include a stencil printer, 

said stencil printer if the desired number of printings is greater than a preselected 

number inclusive. 



refere 



Claim 30 (Original): A system as claimed in clairr>29 5 wherein at least one of said 
plurality of printers comprises a stencil printer. 

Claim 31 (Original): A system asfclaimed in claim 30, wherein information 
representative of a printing cost particular to said stencil printer is capable of being freely set 
in said printer selecting device. 

Claim 32 (Original): A system as claimed in claim 30, wherein said stencil printer is 
registered at said prhiter selecting device beforehand as an essential printer, and wherein 
when said stencil/printer is not identified at the time of operation, said printer selecting device 
outputs a preselected message meant for an operator. 

Claim 33 (Original): A system as claimed in claim 29, wherein at least one of said 
plurality/of printers comprises a multiplex image processing machine including said image 
data supply device and said number setting device. 



Claim 34 (Original): A system as claimed in claim 29, wherein at least one of said 
plurality of printers-compris es a multipl ex4maggOToeessing machine including said image 




dat^gupply device, said number setting device, and said printer selecting device. 
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/Claim 35 (Original): A system as claimed in claim 29, wherein each of said plurality 
of printers includes a respective printer controller for receiving the image data, and wherein 
at least one terminal unit including said image data supply device, said nun^i r setting device 
and said printer selecting device and printer controllers of said plurality of printers are 
interconnected by a communication medium so as to interchafige data. 



Claim 36 (Original): A system as claimed in claim 29, wherein said printer selecting 
device is constructed into an independent umt. 



Claim 37 (Currently Amenaed): A printer selecting device comprising: 

an accepting section configured to accept input information representative of a desired 
number of printings; 

a selecting sectiofi configured to automatically select a printer having a lowest 
printing cost from a plurality of printers matching with the desired number of printings; and 

a data outputting section configured to output image data to be printed to the printer 
selected by said selecting section. 



Claim 38 (Previously Presented): A device as claimed in claim 37, wherein when 
said plura lity of printers include a stencil printer, and said selecting section selects said 
stencil punter if the desired number of printings is greater than a preselected reference 
number inclusive. 



/ 



Claim 39 (Previously Presented): A device as claimed in claim 38, further comprising 



a displaying section configured to cause a display to show said printer selected by said 
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Claim 40 (Previously Presented): A device as claimed in claim 39, whereir^saicT 
displaying section displays said printer such that another printer can be substituted for said 
printer, as desired. 

Claim 41 (Previously Presented): A device acclaimed in claim 39, wherein when 
said stencil printer is selected and displayed, and said displaying section displays how much 
said stencil printer is advantageous in printing cost than at least one of the other printers in 
the plurality of printers. / 

Claim 42 (Previously Presented): A printer selecting device comprising: 
an accepting section configured to accept input information representative of a desired 
number of printings; / 

an operating and displaying section configured to display on an operation and display 
section a plurality of printers together with printer-by -printer additional information 
indicating at least a printing cost for decision and based on the desired number of printings in 
such a manner that any one of said plurality of printers can be selected; and 



Claim 43 (Previously Presented): A printer as claimed in claim 42, wherein said 
printer-by-priiter additional information also indicates a printing time, and an image quality 
level. / 




a data outpoitting section configured to output image data to be printed to the printer 



Claim44 (Currently Amended): A printing 





imcomg] 
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TTf I^Hf onf 1 imfljT &au\ su pply i1n j irr - pc i nf i c ii r ed t o ou tput im age data t o be printed; 

at least one number setting device configured to set a desired number of prijtfMgs; 

a plurality of different kinds of printers each being capable of ppnfmg the image data 
received from said at least one image data supply device; and 

a printer selecting device including an accepting^ection configured to accept input 
information representative of the desired number^f printings, a selecting section configured 
to automatically select a printer having a loyrest printing cost from said plurality of printers 
matching with the desired number of printings, and a data outputting section configured to 
output the image data to the printer selected by said selecting section. 



Claim 45 (Previously Presented): A system as claimed in claim 44, wherein at least 
one of said plurality of/printers comprises a stencil printer. 

Claim 46/(Previously Presented): A system as claimed in claim 45, wherein said 
stencil printer is registered at said printer selecting device beforehand as an essential printer, 
and whereiiywhen said stencil printer is not identified at the time of operation, said printer 
selecting device outputs a preselected message meant for an operator. 

ll&im 47 (Previously Presented): A system as claimed in claim 44, wherein at least 
one of said plurality of printers comprises a multiplex image processing machine including 
said image data supply device and said number setting device. 



Claim 48 (Previously Presented): A system as claimed in claim 44, wherein at least 
onel of said plurality of printers comprises a multiplex image processing machine including 
said image daja-strpplydevice, said number settmg^evtGe^^Qdsaid printer selecting^device. 
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~Gtemr49 (Previously-Presented) i-A^ystem as clai med in claim 44, wherein eac hjof- 
said plurality of printers includes a respective printer controller for receiving Jjje-iifiage data, 
and wherein at least one terminal unit including said image data supply device, said number 
setting device and said printer selecting device and^nt^f^on^ollers of said plurality of 
printers are interconnected by a communicatiorfmedium so as to interchange data. 




Claim 50 (New): A device as claimed in claim 1, further comprising displaying 
means for causing a display to show said printer selected by said selecting means. 



Claimo 1 (New);^A-device as claimeBTiTclaim^O^wherein said displaying means 
displays £aid printer such that another printer can be substituted^ 
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